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The Renaissance artist Antonio Allegri, known as Coreggio, was born
in the village of the same name in 1489. Influenced by Rafael and
Mantegna, at the peak of his career he worked in Parma, painting the
frescoes which decorate the dome of the cathedral (1526-30) and
those in the church of San Francesco. Not to be missed are the
frescoes he executed in the apartment of the Abbess of the
Benedictine monastery of St Paul – the Camera di San Paolo (next
door to the Tourist Information). The chamber of Saint Paul was
decorated from 1514 at the order of Abbess Giovanna da Piacenza,
whose priorate was characterized by a lively cultural life. Open
8.30am-12.30pm. Closed Monday.

The frescoes painted by Correggio in 1519 can be considered true masterpieces of Italian High Renaissance
art. In the room, an umbrella vault is divided into 16 segments by late Gothic ribs. Correggio, influenced by
Mantegna, Raphael and Leonardo's work in Milan, created the illusion of a pergola with festoons of fruit
held up by ribbons. In the center of the dome can be seen the armorial bearings of Abbess Giovanna. In each
of the 16 segments is an oval trompe-l'oeil opening, filled with finely executed putti in playful poses with
dogs, bows and arrows, hunting gear and trophies. At the base of the vault, faux-marble lunettes boast
monochrome mythological figures in classical style and the hood over the huge stone fiereplace shows
Diana on a Chariot preparing for the hunt.

These frescoes are clearly more than an allegory of the theme of the goddess of hunting: the cycle is widely
acknowledged as a record of the fierce battle of the abbess against the civil and religious authorities,
determined to reduce the political power of convents and to suppress their flourishing intellectual and social
life.

The room next door, decorated in 1514 by Alessandro Araldi, was also part of the abbess' apartment. A
composition of grotesques with putti, fabulous beasts and gilt stucco rosettes stands out against the dark blue
background. Tondi and panels show scenes from the Old and New Testaments while on the ceiling musical
angels in a trompe l'oeil look out over a balaustrade. Alessandro Araldi also frescoed a small chapel on the
opposite side of the monastery garden, Saint Catherine's Cell.

The Palazzo della Pilotta: An enormous complex of buildings designed as the Farnese residence. Built in
1583 it houses the National Archeological Museum, the Farnese Theatre, the Palatine Library, the Bodonian
Museum and the National Academy of Fine Arts. On the second floor of the Palace is located the National
Gallery. Started by the Dukes of Parma, Don Philip and Don Ferdinand of Bourbon, it was subsequently
enriched by the acquisitions made by Marie Louise of Austria, thereby originating the important collections
of the picture gallery. The collections currently include works from the 13th to the 19th centuries, by several
schools and masters.

Works by the Emilian school of the 15th and 16th centuries are particularly important (Filippo Mazzola,
Cristoforo Caselli, Alessandro Araldi, Correggio, Parmigianino); the Italian Mannerist school (Bronzino,
Domenichino, Tintoretto); the Emilian and Flemish schools of painting from 15th to 17th centuries
(Annibale and Lodovico Carracci, Schedoni, Lanfranco); the Emilian school of painting of the 17th and 18th
century (Guercino, Cignani, G. M. Crespi); Neapolitan 18th century painting; Venetian 18th century
painting (Tiepolo, Pittoni, Canaletto, Bellotto); French 18th century painting; Parmesan painters of the 19th
century (Borghesi, Carmignani, Boccaccio, Barilli).

Among the most noticeable pictures in the Gallery are the Head of a Young Girl, attributed to Leonardo da
Vinci, the Portrait of Erasmus of Rotterdam by Hans Holbein the Younger and the Madonna della scodella

and Madonna di San Girolamo by Correggio.
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Recommended Reading

The following is a selection of some of the non-fictional novels set in the region of the tour which you may
enjoy reading:

Love and War in the Apennines. Eric Newby.
Publisher: Picador. ISBN 0-330-28024-4.
After the Italian Armistice in 1943, Eric Newby left the prison camp in which he’d been held for a year and
evaded the advancing Germans by going to ground high in the mountains and forests south of the River Po.

A Small Place in Italy. Eric Newby
Publisher: Picador. ISBN 0-330-33818-8.
In 1967 Eric Newby and his wife Wanda fulfilled a long-cherished ambition when they acquired I Castagni,
a small and excessively ruined farmhouse near Fosdinovo in the foothills of the Apuan Alps on the borders
of Liguria and northern Tuscany. This book is a brilliant memoir of a house and a magnificent re-creation of
a forgotten time and era.

A Tuscan Childhood. Kinta Beevor
Publisher: Penguin. ISBN 0-14-016673-4
Kinta Beevor was five when she fell in love with her parents’ castle at Aulla facing the Carrara mountains in
northern Tuscany. The freedom and beauty of life at the castle attracted poets, writers and painters,
including D.H Lawrence and Rex Whistler. The other side to Kinta’s childhood was very different. It was
spent with her famously formidable great aunt, Janet Ross, outside Florence in a grand villa where
Boccaccio set part of The Decameron. But soon, the old way of life and Kinta’s idyllic world were
threatened by war.

Extra Virgin. Annie Hawes
Ripe for the Picking. Annie Hawes
Publisher: Penguin.
A modern autobiographical novel which tells of Annie’s experiences when she buys a house near the coast
in Liguria. Light reading telling of daily life in this beautiful region and introducing some fascinating, and
amusing, local characters.
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